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CHAPTER ONE

ON THE
AN HISTORICAL OUTLINE

PENITENTIARY SYSTEM

pF

IN THE UNITED STATES

THE TENITENTIARY SYSTEM

AND ITS APPLICATION

IN FRANCE

T:Eulrsu the penitentiary system in the United States is
a new institution, its erigin must be traced back to times
already long gone by, The first idea of a reform in the Ameri-
can prisons, belongs to a religious sect in Pennsylvania. The
Quakers, who abhor all shedding of blood, had always pro-
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frtroducting by THORSTEN SFLLIN tested against the barbarous laws which the colonies inherited
. from f luiv wother conntry, In 17A7, their voies suceraded i
Foreword By HERMAN @, FATTE finding due attention, and from this period, punishment of

death, mutilation and the whip were successively abaolished in
almost all eases by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, A less
eruel fate awaited the convicts from this period. The punish-
ment of imprisonment was substituted for corporal Ppunish-
ment, and the law authorized the courts to inflict solitary
confinement in & cell during day and night, upen those guilty
of capital crimes, It was then that the Walnut Street prison
was established in Philadelphin, Here the convicts were
classed according to the nature of their erimes, and separate
FOUTHRRN ILLLMOES UMTUELS™TY 1'Rkss cells were constructed for those whom the courts of justice
had sentenced to absolute isolation. These cells also served
Curbondale and Fulwwerdveiile ay
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to curk the resiztznee of individuals, vorilling to subroit tu
Ll dizeinline ul Lhe prieue, Uhe solilary P'r:i.E:D!‘I.-EI‘E did not
wirk, T

Thiz innovetion woe good but incomeplote,

The dopasethilily of silgeal e crimina®s Lo a nseful clasei-
fieation, has sioce been acknowledged. sud solitnrT sonfine-
menl withouol labor kas besy condemned by experience. It 1z
wrverkhe?esy jesl boosmy, Rl Thee Leind ol Lhis Cheoney haz ot
Treen mede long cneagh to be decisive, The wuthoriby given Lo
the judpes of Pennzrlrania, by the lam of Aprdl &, 1740, aml
ul Miurch 22, o send cronduals Lo Lhe peigon in Walant
Akrect, wha foneerly would loase boen senl to Hhie (U Ferent
county falls. zoon prodoved in thas prizen sueh wocrowld of
ennvicls, Lot Lo diMenll y af elessificatinn inereased in the
same degree as the cells hecsme inzufficient.”

Twsny the truf® theve did nol yel exisha penibeniiary sys-
tem o Al Lindted States.

Tt it Lo rasloonl why ATk name waz green L the syatem of im-
prizanment whirh had Bern eslicddinhal, we would answer,
that then as well oz oow, the nbolition of 1 punishment of
death waz confoonded im America, with the promtentinry sve-
beern, Tenple swid — wnstead of Liting the goiiy, our lawe pat
them i prieon; Acnee T have o pendbenlinry syzlom,

The aonrlusiun war nol. correct, It 1z very troe that the
punizhment of death wpglicd to the gl purk ol ceings, is
irrcvonedn e wilh w syalenn of imporissmoent hut this 1o
ihmernt abolizhed, the proibenfinsy swstorm does wut yob oee-
cpenpily wxigl b is Nuelher NEcRaERTY, that the eriminal whoae
life haz been spurcd, be plowved incw prisun, wlose dieciplioe
rendere him betPer, Beonuse, if the syvteorn, instead of reform-
ing. should oals tend to corrupt Fn 071 more, this would
ant L ey lnuger o penitentiary exstem, hut ooy o bad =73
tem of impriearneanl,

This miztaks of the Awerioens s For o loay Line heen
sleared in Framee, In 17, the Dake de 3a Hochefogonuld
Linoeaurl, pullielel as joteresting notice on the prisen of
P]Jﬂ.s_de]_]j]:iu t B deefmenl Lhal Lhis eily Lad an excellad
gicieeen b yabenn, and 211 the wozld repented it.F

1lomever, e Walout street prison could producs nane af
the effcets phich are expecled from thiz arsterm 1t had two
principal faults: 3t mrroplol by conlamination these wlo
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worked tegether. It corrupted by Indnlenee, the indivtdual-
who were plunge into solitude.

The trze medl of itz Fomulers wea the aholition of the
sanguinary laws of Pennsylvania, and by introducing a new
system of imprisonment, the direction of public attention to
this important point. Unfortuna tely that which in this inno-
vation deserved praise, was not immedistely distinguished
from that which was untenable,

Solitude applicd fo the criminnd, o ordder Lo roodaef i
to reformation by reflection, rests upon a philosophical and
true conception. But the authors of this theory had not vet
founded its application upen those means which alane eould
render it praclien] pod salalacy, Vot their misl ol was oot
smemeliabely perceived, wml the snceers of Talout Sleret
prizom hoaslel of 3o the Vinilol Statez still nose than in
Lizrope, biased public opinion io favor of ik faclta, as well
i its advantag:s.

Whe lirst state which shneed iteelf zealuers ba imitate Penn-
sylvania, was that of New York, which in 179%, adopli< buth
new penal laws and o new prisen s ystem.

Zolitary cunlinerncnt withoul. Tubor, waz adnolked here as
in Flilalelphin, but, ax in Walnat Streel, il wis Tezerved lur
those who especially were sentenced to undergo it by the
courts of justice, and for those who opposed the established
order of the prison. Solitary confinement, therefore, was not
the ordinary system of the establishment; it awaited only
those great criminals who, before the reform of the penal
laws, would have been condemned to death. Those who were
guilty of less offenses were put indiscriminately together in
the prison. They, different from the inmates of the solitary
cells, had to work during the day, and the only disciplinary
punishment which their keeper had a right to inflict, in case
of breach of the order of the prison, was solitary confine-
ment, with bread and water,

The Walaut Street prison was imitated by others: Mary-
land, Massachusetts, Maine, New Jersey, Virginia, ete.,
adopted successively, the principle of solitary confinement,
applied only to a certain class of criminals in each of these
aliles, The reform of eriminal Iaws precasdod that of the
pirisnms,

Mowhere wad Lhes system of Imprisnnrment erowned with
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the hoped far suecesz." In general it wan roindoees Lo Lhe politace
treasury; 2 onever elliacked the pelormtion of the prizoners.
Ervery grar Lhe Tegizlotnre of cach atute voted considerabls
Tuuds towareds the support of the penitenliacies, wrnl Tl
toptined return of the same individuals inly Lhe prisoes,
proved [he tawlicienay al Lhe systern to which they were sub-
A,

Sich resvita seem Lo Frrimde L insufMiniener of the whals
avsivi g however ingdord of aecusing the theary iteelf, itz ex-
vinbion wng attecked, It waz believerd that the whule evil re-
eulted from the PB.UE“.::" ol erlls, wenl thes wrowiling of the
Priovcers: and Thok Lhe system, sueh a5 if wez establighed,
wimld be fertile in happy results, if ecme bew boiliiogs wers
added to the prizons alveady exizling, Mew expenses there-
fore, anid oew ellorls ware e,

S.oeh was The nrigin of the Avborn prizoo [1816].

This prizon, which haa become zo celebralol nipee, wos ot
fival [oancdhed wpan o play caseotivlly erroneons. It Limited iE-
vclf to zome clazaifications, and each of 1hese olls wir Jou-
Tirnzd £ recervr Lo eeavicts: ¥ 18 was of gll sombinations the
rogt unforiuoetc; 1t would have been bebler 1n Lhrow to-
gether fifty oriminalz in the same rem, thae to seperate
[ Lau Ty dwe, This incoansemienee was soon felt, and o
1519 the Lepisloture of the Stote of New York, ordered 1he
~~erection af & new budlding at Avbura [Lbe noclhern wing in
merder do ticrease 1he mmeher of solitery eells, Towerer, it
rrnat he abeerved, that po idow se ret exfated of the spsteny
wiuch has prevailad since. It was nol inlend ol to subject all
the voovivks to the syabin of colls, but ite applicalion wies
orly to be made to & greater nuraber. AL the cnme time the
ame Lhenries F-]'l‘.ldlll}eﬂ. the zame tiials in Philndclphia, where
the liktle socerss of Lhe Waluul Strect prison wanld have
enmvinecd the inhelnlan®s of Pronsylyania of ita ineflicienny,
if the Intter, Tile e cilizens of the Btade of New Yook, had
oot heen 1od to secl o the fanlts of szecution, o wntive for
alliwing the principle to be correct.

In 1RAY, tir Leplalatues of Peansylvaaiy deeresd the eeee-
tian of the peoitentinry nt Tittsbargh, for the wesieen coun-
tiez, and in 1821, thut of the peniteatiacy of Clerey I, for
thet it v ol Philndclphin nod the easters coonliee®

Tl priveiples to be follawed in Lhe construction e Lhase
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two establishments were, however, not entirely the same as
those on which the Walnut Street prison had been erected, In
the latter, classification formed the predominant system, to
which solitary confinement was but secondary. In the new
prisons the classifications were abandoned, and a solitary
cell was to be prepared for each conviet. The eriminal was
rot v lewve hiz cell day or pight, and all Lilor was denfed Lo
him 1o hiz sulilinle, Thus abzolote solitary confivement, which
1n Walnul Bleect waz buk acvidental, was now Lo become the
Toundal i of the avaten ailupeed for Pillsburih wud Chevi
Hil,

The experiment which was tu s made, promies] 1o Lo de.
cizive; no expente was spared to construcl |lse new estal-
lishnuenta wosrthy of heir ohject, aned L odifiezs which weore
Hevated, resetabile! jirizons Jeza than pralnees,

In the mirantime, before even e bure whicl omleord theie
evend ipn, were exernted, Lhe Auburn priaon hod been teind in
the Hiate ol Mow YVork. Lively helakes cozued o Lhis occa-
sfom, in the legislatore, and the pablic was fopatient to lnes
the Tezult of the near trials, which Ll just been mads,

The northern wing having been nearly finished in 1821,
eighty prisoners were placed there, and a separate cell was
given to each. This trial, from which so happy a result had
been anticipated, was fatal to the greater part of the con-
viets, In order to reform them, they had been submitted to
complete isolation ; but this absolute solitude, if nothing in-
terrupts it, is beyond the strength of man; it destroys the
eriminal without intermission and without pity; it does not
reform, it kills.®

The unfortunates, on whom this experiment was made, fell
into & state of depression, so manifest, that their keepers
were struck with it ; their lives seemed in danger, if they re-
mained longer in this situation; five of them, had already
succumbed during a single year; * their moral state was not
less alarming ; one of them had become insane ; another, in a
fit of despair, had embraced the opportunity when the keeper
brought him something, to precipitate himself from his cell,
running the almost certain chance of a mortal fall,

Upon similar effects the system was finally judged. The
Governor of the State of New York pardoned twenty-six of
those in solitary confinement ; the others to whom this faver
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wad not extendded, were alluwel Lo Trave ey w7l duriog der,
il 2o work in the common workeshome of he neikoe Brom
<hiz PE’:’iDd_. [1HE30 Lhe Axslem ol winendilied walation e
enlirely Lu Lo prneliced ot Anbam, X roofs were sopn adtorded
Mo thiz zvotem, fatal +o the bealth of lhe criminals, was
lilzcwriee imefheient i peaducing Llude valurm, OF Twen®r-zix
v i, panlnnal by Feeogovsenor, fourtorn returmed a
short time after inta the prizon, in eonzegzence ol new ul-
lernisiy,

Thiz experiment, 20 fata? to Lhoze whe were selecled Lo an-
even i, was ol woealues Leendaeger 2l vveeess of the peoi
lenliary syslen wltogetber, After the meleockalr effecte of
isolatiom, it waa to be feared that the whalk principle would
be rejeeled il wouhi Tegve baen w i e edsan, T e Amer
s were wises e jden wews oot rieen o, thst the salitode,
whish causcs the rririnel to refloct, exercizes & benellcizl in-
Huenes: snd the problem wae. to fud (he means By which the
il cllert ol Lol ealifmle conddd Toe avnaded withont Ei‘l.’:iug'
vy ils advantagea. 1t waz helieved thal this el conld be ot-
Liafarenl, Ly hawingy The copviels o Lhair eells during night,
sod by making them Fork during the day, in The coanen
wircinpes, shliging Thsa al Hoe eocene Linge 4o observe ahao-
Iute zilence,

Mezzva. Allen, 1lopkins, and Tibbits, who, in 1824, were
dirvelal by Che Lewizlaure ul’ New Yol to inspoet the Ao-
bera presa, foand bhis pew diseipline csteblizhed T [hal
prizon. Whey projeed it moch in their report, anl Lne Taopis-
Lators sunediomed s mew weslens by 3ts forwal apprabalinn.

Heva sn okzmrity cxiets wlhichit has not been in nur power
ekl sripnale. We e the repomred Luburn mystorn guddenlr
sprong au, sl procssd Teom e iogenions combiaation ol
fwwe elements, which seom af first glioec incompalille, =ola
Liwrn el rewndon. Buk thet swhich we do nal elearly sre, 1o the
reonalee ol This e vatemn, of which pevertheless some ane musi
rraesgarily have Jurned the firsd Sdea.

1hacs 2 Blile of Mew York ecre 78 1a Qoueraon ke,
wliea name i thie Loniled Blales s enoneeted with so manr
veefal wnd fenelicial cuterprises P

Lices the honar beleng to Mr. Cray, ene of £he direslnrs
of Aubeora, to = ann Tudpe Pogere, whn hinzell’ wog af the
hend of Thal estalalis®ineenl, seens Boost2ribale Lhe rergl?

q
|
]
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Lirstly, Mr. Vlon Lynds, whie has eoniributed v nauh 2o
pab tlewew sralem intn proctice, does Lhe glory aloo of L
inerniion belong Lo himp

We shall not attempt to solve this question, interesting ta
the persons whom we have mentioned, and the country Lo
which they belong, but il little importanee to us,

Trfinz, dzes nol rxperienee teach ns that there ave ey -
tions, the houor of which Ivlongs to nobedy in i rticular,
because they aru Ihe effects of simullaneous efforls. and of
the Trovecks of timed

The eetichlishms, of Anhurn hae, winee ity ermooenee-
ety ahtained extraordinary suvres., Tt soon excites] puhlis
alention in the highest degree. A rericrkable revalul on took
Place af that time i i npinions of wany. The dirceton ol
a prison, formerly confided to obscure keepers, was now
sought for by persons of high standing, and Mr. Elam Lynds,
formerly a captain in the army of the United States, and
Judge Powers, a magistrate of rare merit, were seen, with
honor to themselves, filling the office of directors of Auburn.

Fomeever, the ailirp!l ion of the evzlennnl e lls for all convicla
1 the stale of New Yark, renderi< the Azburn premen insuf-
ficiunt, ns it contained Dot 550 cells aller pll 2ic anccessive
additions which it had received.'* The want of a new prison,
therefore, was felt. It was then that the plan of Sing Sing
was resolved upon by the legislature (1825) and the way in
which it was executed is of a kind that deserves to be reported.

Mr. Elam Lynds, who had made his trials at Auburn, of
whick he was w sopevinteedent, el 715 cstallishuoenl.;
took one fundred conviets, accoslomed to obey, with lnn,
Tl them Fo the place where Lhe projected prison was to he
ereched  there, encainpaed oo tha bank of e Budsen. withoui
a place tn reeeive, wod without walls Lo loek up hie dangerens
companice-; he sete them: Lo worlk, Jﬂnki:ng ol wveery one a
mason or i« earpenter, aml having oo other means to keep
them in abodience, than LY firmnesz of his character and the
oy of hia will,

Durag sevesal penrs, the convics, whose nomler wis
gradually increased, were at work in building their own
prison, and at present the penitentinry of Sing Sing con-
tains one thousand cells, all of which have been built by their
criminal inmates.'® At the same time (1825) an establish-
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men? of another natare waz Teaved in the aly of New York.
Lisl sebiich meenpirs oot o levs inporboot plas: wennge The
unaroventents, the history of which wa attaopt to trace. We
wean Ll hoose ol voTogae, Pomnded for Josenile aMealers,

There oxists ao esteblizhent, the asclulnezs of which,
exprerizroe hag wavranted e a Righer degres. [t 5 well Imown
ITee™ ok af thoee individusds oo whoon 5 erfrmaod Tew in-
Metks ponizhments, have been anfovtrenate before ther beouins
gty Bizforlune je particulavly dangerous fov thoze whom
it liefalls oo tender e zaned 0l e very rabe Ll ae l:'rrf.lh an
vilhaot rohenfane: wnd Fithoat friends. or o elidd obiae-
doned by ita perenls, atoids The anaver laid for his inexperi-
ey, nod dors ot pess within a slort time fromw wdscr v fo
erime. AlMeebad by e fate ol Juvenibe ielingueal s, several
ahariTable fodividuads of tac eitr of Xer Tork 2 conecgved
the plen of & house of refape, destived to 2e1ve 22 ar sz vlum,
and Lo Provtre Jue L an e on anl Lhevarans ol exiai-
ercey, sehivh fortuce Jwd vefreed, Thicty 2lenand dolles
were the prodoce of a first subzeription. Whus by the aole
Foawer wl o elsariliahile nasoriclinn, wn esizblishuenl sni-
menlly veeful, wos foanded, whoeh, perhops, s still oo
impartent than the penitentiaries, hecanze the 1atter punish
erime, whily Lhe Fiose of pefupe deads Loopreveot 34

The experiment e al: Aukann in the state of New Yook
§ L Qb e Pty of 2volution without Inbor) did not preveot
I'EDJJ'!:E’]‘."&]'JE. Crvm eonbinging [T trial af a|:||i|.aerl].' eunline
wienl, aped 1n the vewe TE3T, the protentivry of TPittsborgh
bopen to reecive prizoncr:, Lech oue was shot up, day and
tight, in a cell, ir which no labor was allowed tn hioe This
sfaboedi, whieloin preinegpde was Lo ke abenbyle, was not suel
o facet. The conztrection of thia penifentiary ia so defective,
Tha? il is wery eary o hedr inoone 2ell whal i going unin
swrnlher; so kbt vaceh poeisens e Tosoead i Lhe roernmmies Yoo
with biz oeighbor o duidy recrowtion, Le, ap cpportznitt of
inevitable corruption. As these criminal: did not work, we
ey sy Lhl Tlesie sole accupabion eoncizled oomoiond sor-
rupFing, Tlas prizoe, Mherefure, wies woese #lan cven that of
Waluut ztreet, bomuze, owinge to the commumication with
eiich nlher, the prizoners af Pitishurgh were sz iittle oeenpiol
wikh their velorabiong as Lhooae al Walosl BLeesl. Aad while
e latter indemnified zocicty in e degroe by the produce
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if their labor, Ul others spent their wlole e i il
ness, injuriany fo themzelver, aunl lwrderseme to the pubilic
treazury™

Lhe hal sueeces of thiz eclasblizhoeent prived nothing
mgmingt the system wlhicl had en 1l it into exiztenes, lsea e
difeets i the conslrretion of the prisen, rewlers! L re-
#chl i of £he svatem anpaoszibile. Noverthelos:, the pdvocafes
al the theories on which i1 wes founded, Began fo prow coel.
Thiz ircpresaivn becwne s3] more general in Perasyivania,
when the mclinclnly etferts canzed by anlituce w1 honl. lobor
in the- Aukmro prizon, becaicr Rinwn, as wrdl n the happr
suceess ot 1he e Decipfioe, founded on faalaliun by night,
willi conneun Jebor during the day?

Warned by such ebriking reaults, Penne vlvania wis Erarlnl
ghr liad pursied n dongerous convae. She Teli the poeceaity
nf subnnitting to 8 wew iieesligating the question of sofitary
umprizontoenl. wilhant lahor, prosticed at Fittsburgh and
introdusal Into fle proitentiory of Chercy Hill, Lhe eon-
slruelion of which was alvearly el wdvanecd,

. The legizlalare of Lhis state, therefore. appointed a con-
milles in nrthor fo cvamine which waz 1he Leller syston of
mnprisonmers. Messvz, Chacles Sholer, Edeard King, and
T. L WWharlon, compissioneya charged wilh [his wission,
Lipve exhibited, in a YerT rermarhkolle report, the diferenk
gxsl=ins Lhen to proctice {December &0, TA2F), aml they
copelude the discussion by reromonending the newr Avhwea
dizeipline, whirh they pronounce the hest.

The anthority of this inguivy haf o poweeful offeef on
(mublie opinina. It howerer mel with povwerfzl copozition:
Lioherfr Yaum, in Preunerlvanin erd Edward Livingaton, i
Lo, rplined to support the syelrn ol congliete ol
tude for criminalz. Lhe laller, whose weatings are imboed
mith ao elevaliod o philoenplie, bnd prevared s eriminal oo,
ated avnede o Trivon, Thvapline for Lomistana, dis oo ke
slale, Tz profoand theories, tithle minleralisd by those for
wiom theay were daztined, had more simees s in Pemevlvania,
fore which They hard nol ieen Sedended, o this soperior warl,
Mr, Tovingalon admitted, for mozt cases, lhe peinmpls of
Buler of the eommiets, Altogether, be chowal Dl lesa the
nidvocate of the Litteburgh prisun, 1lan the ndecrsary of
the Auburn svslen. He acknowledzed the good dineipliee
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al e Tadlers bol peewerlolly npposed oo Lo sarporeal
puamishment vesed fo maintain ik, Mr. Litingalon, aad those
whe supjnrled Jherame docteioes, ligd Loomonhal & power-
Ful faed; thiz was the upecrtainty af their theorics, not ot
tested, aud ihe Presrven fnccass ol e hrstenn Lhoy aldacked.
Aulwra went on pros periy; over ywhere its wonderfual cffonts
were praised, and ther vere fozrd traced each vear with
greal spiril, inoa work Juslly ee'eliraled o Amecica, awl
whish by cesenbinTly ro-npetoted o bring pobhe opining In
Hhe Upited Stetes, op the pondtentive s systory, o that point
where it now iz, We mean the apausl publications of the
B ik 1y Mierip e Soesiel y al Baasboo, Tleese sl veporels
- -the work of Mr. Louais Dwigit, gite 5 desided preferonee
lax Lhee Snlanen gxnd P

Al £2e statez of tha Thion were attentive ttnezeea of the
coslrnversy reppecling Lha Len sy slawn,

Tu thiz fortooste count:r, whies ey peither trovblezone
ncighbors, who disturb it from without, Do internal diszen
gions wlieh dislzacl 3 w3l hing nothing mors is necezazry, in
eberdue Lo esatibe prubilivr sl loendinen " Ll Efgrhael edirvene 1 loan an
cssAr o0 some prioeiplt of sociul econemy, As the cxisteoee
of anelety iz not put in jeopasdr, the qoestion 4 now how to
live, but how £o Lprove,

Fronkrrania ®az, perhaps, woore than any cther stale,
interested 3o the eontroversy, Tha rivn] of Noew Tork, 1% was
malnral ahe shemld shotw harself jealnza to vetain, Woevery
respoet. the runk o which ber wdveoeod eivilizstion eofitles
ker amonyg the moat enlightened ztates of the Ui,

Sl auupied o sFelera wizch al unee apreed] willo the avs-
terity af Ty rmannees, weed bee philanlhrepiond sensbihity,
e rejorted sodibuds withost Jubar, the: futn effemds of which
exparience ad proved everrmhere, and she retrined the ab-
st segsarabinn ol 1he priaoner: — & zevele pinnalimeal,
which, ir osdec Lo bue inlielod, ceeds ool e soppoct ol
corparal chcstizonent,

‘I'he penitentiary of Cherry 1131, foarded on thess prin-
wipleg, 2 Moo Fore wearahivation of l"i|.[£—|1:=]‘g]1 nend Avuborn,
Lzolation during might sod duy, s been refained from the
Pillsburgh arstem: and, into the selitary ccll, the labor of
Auleaen hae been introdoced
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This vevelnling jn the prisan diacpline of I'ennzvivania,
wak inrndintalr followed b w peazral veforn ol ber mdoiasl
Lwws, All punizhmenls were made milder ; Ve soverifs of anli-
tary i i cronent permitled wo abodgment of i3 doralion:
capitul punishment was abolished In all cares, pxeopt that of
prem=rdlated murder,

While 1 states of New Yool and Pome plvania marde fm-
prowliant refermsz D Lheir Tuws, and each adoplwd o different
erstemn of Jwpeisarmnent, the other shulus of the Unien did
Tot remain inaclive, n pregence of e grond spectacle e
fare them.,

Sipee the year I825, 1he plun of 8 new prikan oo the Au-
burn wueidel, lus been sdapted B e Darisluture of Ooneel-
nonl 5 und the penilenliary uf Wethersfeld has simmnrded the
nld prizom of Newnate,

Li vanle of the weighl wlie! Peonsvlvenis threw inln Lhe
lilunee, in favoe of abienlole solitude with Laboc 1he Auburn
system, & R coromon lebor during e doy, with dsolation
diftiag mirhk, continued to oblain o proference. Mascael -
rot! Ly, Marvland, Dennesem:, Keotueks, Maite, and Vermont,
Live pradually adaplad the Anburn plan, aed Tave taken ke
AcaBuarn poison ws 0 model for thise whish ther have caussl
Lo ber ereoed b4

Beveral slales bave not stopped here, buot Eave alen
fnupled boosea of refope fur jurenile offendevs, ws an wddi
tiom, in sume nwasure, to the penileuliacy gyatem, in dmila-
oo of Mew Yeork, These Tater cafablizhmenls by boen
foanded in Roslan in 1528, and in Philedd plhia in 1525,
Therr: s ewery Indinntion that Balliore Wee, will seao lave
ils hemisg of refupe,

B a5 easy to foreses, 1hal Lhe impuilse of refirn griven by
Mem Yool anl Penrsylvanin, wil not remain wonfined 2o the
gtales man” ione] abowe,

Frinn the happy rivalebipshivh vsiets nmong all e sfafes
of the Union, eack state folluws Lhe peforme which hiave beorn
cffected by The ulbers, wnd shows itoelf ispsalient o meitale
I laun,

Tt woald be wromg o judpe wll Lhe Elnited #1alex Tiy the
ploture which we have precenled nf Fhe improveswnly nidomtad
by zome of L.
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Anemstowod 23 me are Lo fer e ol goeeronnent at-
Trnet everything, and preupel in Lhe wnvions vrovinees all the
prertz of The afminielent on 1o ¢ uniform Hrection, we soma-
times euppoze thet the same iz the case in aller conalebies
and eomnacing e cenlenligation of governmer? ot Wazh-
mgrdan wikh that at Tards, the diffecenl shilea ol Lhe [Triea
*o o depactmenls, we nre Lenpfed to Belicrr that fnmora
tionz mads in woe ghute, tuke, of neocszity, place in the
allwees ™ There 3z, howerer, nething like iuthe 4 niled Slales.

Theoe states, unitedd Bre Lo Tedurad Lieinly gne foenily, npe
m respect Lo evecyliing which ronecrps thelr commor inter-
el subjreted to one snple sulhorife. Kol Deeides i
gensral intereats, thay preserve Lheie colive tilividan] inde
pendence, aral mach ol Lhean 3 sovercion e aser 2o rels it22f
woennding 1o iks own pleasare e have apolao ol nine slales
which have wdoslol v opew systen of prizoas; there are &f
irerL nore which have a3 vet mads no changs

Ln these laller, Lhe nncienl wyslom prevedls roite whole
foveny He erowding of prizenszrs, confusion of evimes, ages,
wrd vemetimes 2ezez, mizture of indiclel and com olal preis-
ouers, ul eriuninale and dehlors, silty persons and witnesse:
it silerable rmgcbiliby 5 froguent eecapes; shearce of all Y-
mipling, oo silcnce which leads the eriminals Lo rellec o wu
Llabar which cmtoeLinas Lhenn beoan bagsst modde of s1lzlstence
inanlyluity of the ploce which deztrorz healthy igmisn ol 11
erveTsal ns which coreo ply wileness thot depraves; £he
nesrnlliwee, 1a onz word, of all vices and ali fwworalilics —
el de Lhe picture oeced Dy o poisons which hieve oot met
ertered ioto the wer of reforom.

by the zide of one stale, T penilenlinrics ol which o
EETVe Ak i e, we fined ang! ber, whoze jueds preseot £he
erample ol cceeylfing wlhich gaght Fo be avndded. Thuz the
Slale nf ™o Tork 7x withovt contradiction one of the sl
ndvaneed in the poth of reform, while Mew derser. which 7y
zeparated [Fom il bob by a viver, has retaion? al? the iees
al Lhe ammiond sysbrm,

Chio, 7whichh possezoca o proel code remavkalds fur £
mildnesz and humarity of its provizions, has Barbarons pris

ok, ¥We lave eleeply aighed when al Ciociuna i, visifing £he
prisan, W Toued b f ol e inpeeisnoed chrged with ivnos,
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and the rest plunged into an infected dungeon ; and are un-
able to deseribe the painful impression which we experienced,
when, examining the prison of New Orleans, we found men
together with hogs, in the midst of all odors and nuisances.2
In locking up the criminals, nobody thinks of rendering them
better, but only of taming their malice ; they are put in chains
like ferocious beasts; and instead of being corrected, they
are rendered brutal ®*

If it is true that the penitentiary system is entirely un-
known in that part which we mentioned, it = equally true
that this system is incomplete in those states +ven where it is
in vigor™ Thus at New York, at Philacelphia, and Boston,
there are new prisons lor conviets, whos:» punishment exeesds
one orf iwo Fears® Imprisonment ; o cetablislmeots of o
similar nalure do mot exizl to reccdve individunds whe aee
sentenced for a shorter time, or whe are indicted only.™ In
respect to the latter, nothing has been changed ; disorder,
confusion, mixture of different ages amd moral characters,
all vices of the old system still exist for them: we have seen
in the house of arrest in New York (Bridewell} more than
fifty indicted persons in one room. These arrested persons
are precisely those for whom well-regulated prisons ought
to have been built. It is easy in fact to conceive, that he who
s oot et heen precueed guilty, aml hie who haz crongits
ted but a erime v nivdemeanor comparatively slight, ought
to be surrounded by much greater protection than such as
nre more advateel o erime, and whose moilt bas been ac-
Enewled g,

Arrested persons are sometine: innocent and always sup-
posed lo lie <o, How is it that we should suffer L.hem to o in
Lhe prison & ecorruption which they did not bring with them ?

If they are guilty, why place them first in a house of arrest,
fi*ted to corrupt them still more, except to reform them after-
rardz in a pemaleniincy, bo which 1]11—!_!.! will he sent &leer £heie
curnvierlion F 2

There 13 cvidently a deficienrty in 3 pofson svotem which
uffere anomalies of 1his kind,

Theae ahuc'kill_g crotrnfiotions proceesd chiefly Mrom the
wanl sl nnisnn o the varisua parcls of povervinent in e
Tinited Btatea

es———

e
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I lurper prizons (state prizons) eorresponding to our
PNTLROTLR Sendeales, ]'lt—.|f|||g o Llne shale, sehich diveals Lhemns
aller Lhose illow the enootyr 3z, diveeted by #les ronnky ;
amlal Tast Hu: prisons of the ek y, snprointerded b the citr
ifzclf.

The raviouz hranshes of wirverinmenl i Ll Uailed Sliales
beimr alrucst we independent of emch other, az the z3afcs
lerezelvea, il veenlls hal they hardly @er acl onilnemty
wud sirrnT tonconslr, While ooe maless 5 azcfal reform in the
vircle of itz powers, the otbher remaing Inzetire, and attoched
tnar clenl abuses.

W aho® i Lolow  hoow this ipade peacdenee of the individond
prrts, which iz iojuriocs to the uniform action of sll £heir
powers, hae nevertheless a heneficial inflaenes, by giving to
rach a4 maee prampl aed eoergelic prengruess i Lhee adivechion
which it foltows froly vod woesropelled,

We zhall zax wnthing move nf the defective pavta in the
prisom evetonoin the Topated Fhates, TE vt some futwes perind
France shall imitate the penitentiaries of America, the mosf
unportn ot thiog for b w2 e Lo frnow Lhaose wlsoh ny sepee
as modelz, Lhe aew estoblishments then, w18 form the ouly
abport of oo Forlher igquivy.

We bnve pero, m bhe preceding: reiarke, #hiad fow states
have as vet changed cntircly their syvston of imprizonment §
Lhe miraher of thiose which have modified their penal laws s
stall lezo, Bevernd arnopgr Lhen yol poesiss poarl of the barbae
Tenn: lam i which they have recaived from Fngland.

We shall nedk spuenk ol The: Buaihiern slalor, whore slovery
ebill exizta. In every ploec where one half of the community
15 errlly opipieesses] By Lhe wolher, e sl expec! La Tl in
the Taw of the oppreesur, a weasmn always rowdy to strike
nalure waich revelta or acwoity thet comslaizs, Lunizh-
mirnl ool duath and stripea — theee form the whale penal cole
for the elaves *" Bl il we theow o glance at thoze slale: uvrn
which horeubiolinliel slavery, and which are moel alvarerd in
civilization, e choll see this eivilimalion noiiag Heelf, in
gome, with penal laee fol]l of mdldaess, and io others, wish
all The rigor of v encde ol Deaco.

12t ag bat campare Lhe Taws ol P asyivaie with those of
e 'lﬂng]_aud, whiely 15, wwerleape, Lo sk egliphifened part
of the Avveican Toion. In Muzsavhusetts, there are len lil-
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ferent vrimes punished by death — among others, rape an.l
burglary.*" Maine, Rhodc Island, and Connectiv ok, count the
same nunlur of enpikbal crimes Awnng Lhase Tows, somac
cotlain Lhe nnst degradicg ponishaeale, eoeh o the pil
lory; others revolting eruvelties, ws branding and mulita-
tion.* There are also rome which arder fines equal Lu con-
b sesad ooy B

T hile wr find the renwias of barkarism in enae elil s, wilh
an old pupnlation, there ate olkers, which, Areg sfnme FLELCY
day, have bamished from 1heir Faws o] erucl punishmoentz rot
enlled for B the inlerst of socicte, Thaos, Ohie, which ee-
tainly vs el ws colightened pe Mew Faglamd, has e penn code
muah rmgrs hamgane than 1hese o MissachusctEs or Con
neeticot,

Cloze lip & slale wlere the vefarm af the penal fawa seenie
to hawe arcived ot ity snmmuit, we find analker, Lhe eeiindeed
luwe of wneh ave slam e with o1l £he brutalities of the an-
cienl g Fslian, TE 3y thus that the Btates of Lelaware and Mew
Jerser, 2o far bebumd in lhe pakh of nprorement, horder an
Fernsylvania, whick, io this Tespect, mavches al i hend ol
nll gEhers, 2

We should Enrged the oljeet of our report were we to duwell
ary limger an i poiot. We were obliged to ressnt i elakeh
of #he peanl legislation of fhe Unrlel Slalos, leennae it ex
rPriiEeE A DECeBEALY irhurenei au | e quistion hefore na.

In Mol il s pasy to eonecive to whal poind Lhe ponishuseots
which degrade the goilty, arve incwnpalible #ith a peaiten-
tisry axelem, e olijecl of which is o reform them. How van
wi; heope tu wwilen the morel aense of aw sedivilin] whe ey -
o on his body the indaliGle sign ol inflamy, phen the mtila-
tioe of lis limbe ranirls others ineezzantly of his crime, nr
Hhe sigrn, tvprinde] on iz forshead, perpelualis its reem
opy i

Must we not ardently wish, Llaal Lo Tast traccs of such
berberisin ehonld disappear Teoen a1l the United Btatea, and
pracrlirnlnely [rom bhoge which hve sdopted the penilonliore
systorn, with which they are frrecancilable, und whoze ex-
iatenee venders Lhem &L ncee slorelange? 8

Fuzidiee, [yl sk mul Elune Lhese geople for advancimg slowly
ar Lhe palh ol inonewtinn, Cught oot siwiler changes #0 be
Lhe wodls of Lome, aod of pebldic spivien® There are in 1he
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Sowiked Btetes 2 oeriado murchers af o hoenpliead minds, twhe,
=l 1.u. iheiirinn and aFziene, wee e 'F"‘t cok to oot len ink
1:11'3::- feog nod 1 ther Yad L power themesimen to iy the
faw of the lena. v worndd efface wilh oo; aals 6521 ke old
coalgroy, knd a_'pplsnl ina b '.:.e crestions of Lels ronice,
sl Wi errecs of thelv whaiue, Whather pighs on wrnny ih '
PEIpdsdin ot mere 2o o, T]:La. conzent in el UL
they vian 4o ez them yrogrezsive and par.iat® Thiy pruder.a.
kod Teszived redopng, offected By whole Tetom, alt o whian
EuEmT ure meectices | ix, RUTLWDE, MaTe hesiicie] ther <he
rcaipttaten Loy ‘:F]:u-::h woalid res: i, hid 2he eaflusias
o a wlent monda ard eol e hecries fres '1':Ia'_-r-_:-'“

Thetae s wnsy 1 the difienlies el Ly i oreraors, we T
wol Tesibe o fo declere Whal o munes of relnen aod off vIng-
rewd itz Unitad 3y, svene e za cer Lo cnd safe

Bleverw, the s v of 8 free 1'|_'°l.||||r| 13 cxpellad Ty afay
from fen: divtrints aver waick = held itz By, anr those
ks themselves wlo poseoza ol R.E‘EL...-_C,_I..I’.‘:'_" CODTIN e
Fhut zievers will oot et mouch lingor,

Frory dar punichmnents which wonind hwoenits, hecore
spplanted by wilder ones s and o ke woas avilized ¢ Lstos of
the north, Fhere Lhese pomidimenls contoue ke sk lem
lawra, thely appliestinn hag beconce o Tare ot ther ate 4o
be covsidle-a) wa frllen 5o Ay,

e LrperEe of Impateweenk ia gim-'n Thuge srutes whicl
]:LL'-TE ak Fek dor: potiIng, 2 eauselons of thein lefeicney s
=iy oy thoee whic b preseded 2hem o Hus seresis, andt
are impalieal Go peitate them

Firwlly, it iz a fesicenr i aemaridun e, Ahas £ reodMes L
it e penil Zawa andd Hee af podson disel Mo ste ton e
Lorors satimetely azsou’aind witk each uiher, nnd never T
artea io the " vled Biwtea,

Zor special sl Ts pob to eniss o2 on the ezt : Ake neeond
cuamz ehall M goe atbertion

Lhewariv.s aiaboa In whish we base fousd a jneit tentlzer
aydteon, pureue all the raan od: the amedineeton of e
priaon dizcdodine. Aol ey roplor A et mivams b secien
wt thei objsct, Ul di¥rremt mwesss Buove foried the
aabject of oar Zequiry,




